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Minutes of a Monthly Meeting of Great Ayton Parish Council 

Held on Tuesday 7
th

 December 2010 at 7.00 pm 
 

Present 

Cllrs: R Kirk (Chairman), Mrs F Greenwell, J Fletcher and D Conroy. 

Ms J S Cumbor (Parish Clerk), Mr H Atkinson (Cemetery Superintendent), P Suggitt (River Warden)  

Others Present: PC G Jones, Cllr Mrs Moorhouse and 15 Members of the Public.  

 

1. Apologies – Cllrs G Readman, N Waters and Mrs Imeson. 

2. Declaration of Interest in items on the Agenda – None. 

 

3. Members of the Public invited to address the Council  

3.1. Proposed Library Closure – Mrs Roberts spoke on behalf of the Public stating that the Library was more than just 

a Library it is the hub of the village and serves many people in different ways.   A campaign had been set up to 

save the Library, flyers had been sent around the Village seeking support and a public meeting was planned for 

January; Mrs Roberts and others would be attending the Hambleton Community Meeting on 17
th

 January.   The 

Parish Council were asked for their support, Cllr Kirk confirmed that the Parish Council was fully behind the 

campaign and stated the Library should not be closed.   It was reported that the six libraries in North Yorkshire 

being run by local communities appeared to follow no set format and were chaotic.   Cllr Mrs Moorhouse advised 

she was lobbying the Chief Executive.   Cllrs Fletcher and Mrs Moorhouse both expressed disgust that neither the 

Parish Council or County Councillor had received notification about the “consultation” the details had been learnt 

from the local press.   The Clerk was asked to write to NYCC expressing the Parish Council’s serious concerns over 

the closure, requesting a consultation with the Village and stating the desire for the library to continue. 

3.2. 4Youth Service, Youth Club – Andy Appleyard, new Youth Leader for Great Ayton, advised that the Outreach 

Project was underway, members of his Team were patrolling the streets engaging with the youths; Andy was 

holding follow up meetings with the Police.   Some youths were attending the Stokesley Youth Club and 

arrangements had been made to ferry them to/from, although the bus was not yet running.   Activities were 

advertised on the Library Noticeboard, activities would increase at the end of March.  Cllr Mrs Moorhouse 

commented she had received mixed messages about the Youth Club and reiterated that a Youth Club was needed 

in Great Ayton as seen with the Police Van that at Halloween which had been full of youths.   It was agreed Andy 

would communicate with the Clerk reporting issues, progress and support required from the Parish Council.    

3.3. Snow Reports – Many reports and complaints had been received from around the Village concerning all aspects 

of the bad weather, including requests for salt bins, gritting, clearing of paths and requests for a snow plough for 

Church Drive and Spence Court similar to the treatment received at Hollygarth.   Park Rise had not been cleared 

and lorries making deliveries to the High Street shops were double parking on the High Street.   Mr Pearce 

advised that Charles and Mark Phelps had done sterling work in keeping the route to Gribdale clear, without 

being asked or receiving compensation, the Parish Council agreed they should be praised for their work.  The 

Parish Council agreed they could not take on the responsibility for supply and filling salt bins, this was Highways 

responsibility.   Cllr Kirk stated that despite the points raised Highways was doing a good job.  The Clerk was asked 

to write to Highways, HDC, Broadacres and Endeavour about the various issues requesting action.    

 

4. Minutes  

 The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 2
nd

 November 2010 were approved and signed. 

 

5. Police Business 

5.1. The October Statistics were received; also see comments on Correspondence Report. 

 

6. Council Services Report  

The Report was received, it was resolved to accept decisions and recommendations made in the Report. 

 

7. Matters arising from the minutes (for information only) 

7.1. Village Hall 

Cllr Kirk reported that the window installation had commenced, it was anticipated that the stain glass window would be 

repaired and a full clear pain installed over this.   Minute continued. 

7.2. Flood Defences Update – Bob Carrick of the EA has advised: 

7.2.1. A survey was carried out at The Riverside; a plan for flood storage is being drawn up.  

7.2.2. Farmers have been visited and talks are taking place to engage them for assistance with temporary 

water catchment on their land. 

7.2.3. Discussions are taking place with NYCC, HDC and Northumbrian Water. 

7.2.4. The EA plan to hold a drop in session and attend a Parish Council Meeting early 2011. 

7.2.5. Cllr Fletcher advised that the EA were planning to build a training wall north of the bridge at the 

Riverside, the purpose was to see if this would help the river keep clean. 
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8. Clerk’s Report 

The Report was received, it was resolved to accept the decisions and recommendations detailed in the Report. 

 

9. Accounts Report 

The Report was received, it was resolved to approve the payments detailed in the Report.  

    

10. Correspondence and Information Report 

The Reports were received, it was resolved to accept decisions made in the Report.  

 

11. Planning Report  

The Report was received, it was resolved to accept decisions made in the Report. 

 

12. Councillors’ Reports  

12.1. Cllr Fletcher stated that the path at the Bus Stop opposite The Buck sloped towards the river and Highways should be asked to 

repair this.   The Clerk was instructed to write to Highways. 

12.2. Cllr Conroy reported a street lamp opposite the Parochial Hall was broken and that the Willow Tree near the Log Cabin on the 

Low Green was in a dangerous state.  The Clerk was asked to advise HDC and Highways accordingly. 

12.3. Cllr Kirk commented on the good work carried out by Mr Greenwell and his Team, who give their time free, on the erection of 

the Christmas tree. 

  

The date of the next meeting will be Tuesday 4th January 2011, venue to be advised when the Agenda published. 
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